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Mr. President, 
 
My delegation aligns itself with the statements made by ASEAN, the NAM, and the OIC. 
 
2. Malaysia welcomes the first report by Mr. Saad Alfarargi, the Special Rapporteur 
on the right to development. As a middle-income country, Malaysia will continue to 
ensure the fulfilment of the right to development for greater progress for its people. We 
remain open to further dialogue, with other Member States and stakeholders in 
advancing equitable development from the human rights perspective for all. Malaysia 
welcomes the contribution from the Special Rapporteur towards this end. 
 
3. In his report, the Special Rapporteur has recalled some of the foundational 
elements of the right to development: higher standards of living, full employment, and 
economic and social progress. Malaysia fully agrees that the fulfilment of the right to 
development will empower people to exercise self-determination, uplift those in 
vulnerable situations, and prepare the ground for a better future for the next 
generations. 

 
4. The current phase of Malaysia’s national development plan – the Eleventh 
Malaysia Plan – rests on the theme “Anchoring Growth on People.” It is unmistakable 
that people remain at the centre and the primary beneficiary of the right to development, 
along with other human rights and fundamental freedoms.  
 
5. Challenges to the fulfilment of the right to development remain multiple and 
complex. In the case of Malaysia, our key challenges include sustaining development, 
and mobilizing talents to innovate against the so-called ‘middle income trap’. 
Nevertheless, our experience shows that inclusivity and diversification of development 
opportunities positively contribute to reducing absolute poverty and addressing many 
social and economic issues. 
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6. The Council remains stuck on the advancement of the right to development. This 
is due to the fact that the right to development has been persistently engulfed in the 
unhealthy politics of the North and South, the misconception about international 
assistance and knowledge transfer, and the perceived fear of biased economic relations 
and unfair international trade terms.  
 
Mr. President, 

7. My delegation firmly believes that the extent to which the right to development is 
fulfilled is directly connected to global efforts to overcome serious issues: hunger, 
irregular migration, discrimination against women, lack of access to education, and 
terrorism, among others. Operationalizing the right to development is not a zero sum 
game but a catalyst for common good. In our view, right to development is one of the 
core pillars for achievements of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

 
8.  We look forward to the Special Rapporteur’s future substantive reports that 
would explore further the major areas that he has outlined in the present report. 
 
 
I thank you, Mr. President. 
 
GENEVA 
12 September 2017	


